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Exemptions General Pemit By Rule Noticed General Permit Individual Permit
No permit shall be required for domestic 
consumption of water by individual users per 
373.219, Florida Statutes. Water Management 
Districts have adopted rules allowing for other 
exemptions to be granted.

This permit is issued upon rule adoption for each user 
within the District that is below the established 
thresholds and meets the criteria for issuance.  No 
notice or application would be required to be given to 
the District and no water use reporting would be 
required.

SFWMD ONLY. This permit is issued upon an applicant's 
self-certification that the proposed use meets all of the 
established criteria, is within the applicable thresholds, 
and receives a presumption of compliance with the 
criteria for issuance. It requires the applicant to provide 
information about the withdrawal point including well size, 
depth, and capacity. Information regarding the estimated 
use would also be required such as use type, acreage 
irrigated, consumers served, etc. These permits have 
standard conditions and have a standard duration of 20 
years. 

This permit is issued to consumptive uses that meet any of the criteria 
given below or otherwise do not meet the criteria of a lower permiting 
category.

SFWMD NA NA Less than 8 inches Single well of 8 inches or greater

SWFWMD NA Less than 6 Inches NA Diameter 6 inches or greater
MIA: Cumulative Well Diameter at least 6 inches

SJRWMD NA Less than 6 Inches NA Single well of 6 inches or greater
SRWMD NA Less than 8 inches NA Single well of 8 inches or greater

NWFWMD NA Less than 8 Inches NA Single well of 8 inches or greater
SFWMD NA NA Cumulative Diameter less than 6 inches Cumulative Diameter 6 inches or greater

SWFWMD NA Cumulative Diameter less than 4 inches NA Single Facility or Cumulative Diameter 4 inches or greater
SJRWMD NA Cumulative Diameter less than 6 inches NA Cumulative Diameter 6 inches or greater
SRWMD NA Cumulative Diameter less than 6 inches NA Cumulative Diameter 6 inches or greater

NWFWMD NA Cumulative Diameter less than 6 inches NA Cumulative Diameter 6 inches or greater
SFWMD NA Varies by use class Less than 100,000 Gallons Per Day Greater than or equal to 100,000 Gallons Per Day

SWFWMD NA Less than 100,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 100,000 Gallons Per Day
SJRWMD NA Less than 100,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 100,000 Gallons Per Day
SRWMD NA Less than 100,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 100,000 Gallons Per Day

NWFWMD NA Less than 100,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 100,000 Gallons Per Day
SFWMD NA NA Less than 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day Greater than or equal to 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day

SWFWMD NA Less than 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day
SJRWMD NA Less than 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day
SRWMD NA Less than 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day

NWFWMD NA Less than 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day NA Greater than or equal to 1,000,000 Gallons Per Day

SFWMD Domestic use at a single family/duplex dwelling or 
fire-fighting per 40E-2.051, F.A.C.

Landscape irrigation at a single family/duplex dwelling, 
short-term dewatering, or closed-loop systems per 40E-

2.061, F.A.C.
Meets criteria for reduced threshold areas. NA

SWFWMD Domestic consumption of water by individual users 
and certified uses defined in Chapter 62-17, F.A.C. Not located within MIA of SWUCA NA

Evidence indicates the withdrawal is likely to cause adverse impacts to 
existing water or land uses or the water resources or the use is within an 
area that is experiencing or is projected to experience withdrawal-related 

adverse water resource or environmental impacts.

SJRWMD

No permit is required under section 40C-2.051, 
F.A.C., for water used strictly for domestic use 

which occurs in a private residence, water 
withdrawn for contamination removal, uses for 

which a certification obtained pursuant to Power 
Plant Siting Act, water for APTs less than 30-days, 
withdrawals solely for flood protection, construction 

dewatering, fire protection, and seawater.

NA NA NA

SRWMD

Domestic use defined in Section 373.019(6), F.S., 
firefighting, dewatering less than 180 consecutive 
days, artifical retention structures, groundwater 

remediation authorized by FDEP.

NA NA Bottled water uses.

NWFWMD

No permit is required under section 40A-2.041, 
F.A.C., for water used strictly for domestic use 

which occurs in a private residence, and includes 
no more than one rental residence or no more than 

four non-rental residences served by one well.

Not located within a WRCA, and consistent with 
requirements of any applicable mandatory reuse zones NA NA
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SFWMD NA NA Supervisor

● Supervisor: Less than 3,000,000 Gallons in a Maximum Month
● Bureau Chief: At least 3,000,000 Gallons in a Maximum Month
● Executive Office: At least 15,000,000 Gallons in a Maximum Month

SWFWMD NA NA NA

Director, Bureau Chief, other as approved by AED (WUP Eval Manager): 
Individual permit less than 100,000 gallons per day
Director, Bureau Chief: All other individual permits with exception below:
Governing Board:
● Renewal or formal modification of an existing permit that authorizes a 
combined annual average demand of 10,000,000 gpd or greater.
● Application for new individual permits 500,000 gpd or greater
● Renewal or modification of an existing individual permit with annual 
average quantities of 500,000 gpd or greater that increases the annual 
average quantity, or allows a change in use of 100,000 gpd or more, or 
more than 10% of the permitted annual average quantity, whichever is 
less.
● The application is to authorize environmental augmentation in the 
Northern Tampa Bay Water Use Caution Area

SJRWMD NA NA NA

● All CUPs ≥ 500,000 gpd - Governing Board
● All CUPs < 500,000 gpd - Executive Director or designee (designee:  
Division Director, Bureau Chief, Service Center Directors)
● CUP Transfers:  Division Director, Bureau Chief, Service Center 
Directors
● Letter Modfications - All CUPs - Divsion Director, Bureau Chief, Service 
Center Directors

SRWMD NA NA NA
● All CUPs ≥ 1,000,000 gpd or bottled water uses - Governing Board
● All CUPs < 1,000,000 gpd - Executive Director

NWFWMD NA NA NA Applications under 1,000,000 ADR issued by Executive Director.  
(373.083, F.S.)
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